SUSAN AT THE REFERENCE DESK

NARRATOR:
 LET YOUR IMAGINATION SOAR FREE FROM THE DAILY TOILS OF COLLEGE LIFE. FORGET THE CONTINUING HASSLE OF THE BUDGET PROCESS, FORGET THE MACHINATIONS OF STRATEGIC PLANNING, FORGET THE POLITICS OF ACADEME, AND PICTURE, IF YOU CAN, THE REFERENCE DESK OF THE WINTERGREEN COLLEGE LIBRARY WHERE SITS THE COMPETENT, INTELLIGENT, ATTRACTIVE AND BORED DEAN OF THE WINTERGREEN LIBRARY, WHO DURING, THE PAST YEAR HAS GRACIOUSLY CONSENTED TO PROVIDE REFERENCE SERVICES ON THURSDAY MORNINGS FROM 9 - 12. I SAY GRACIOUSLY, BUT IN TRUTH, AS SHE HAS LOST HALF HER LIBRARIANS THROUGH BUDGET CUTS AND RETIREMENT, SHE HAS TO SIT THERE. WE SEE HER NOW, BUSY WITH THE BUDGET WAITING FOR THOSE STIMULATING REFERENCE QUESTIONS. 

SUSAN

(SINGS)

BORING, BORING, THE

REFERENCE DESK IS BORING,

ALL OF THE QUESTIONS ARE DUMB, DUMB, DUMB,

BORING.BORING, THE

REFERENCE DESK IS BORING,

IT’S REALLY MAKING ME GLUM, GLUM, GLUM. (Clayton enters)
CLAYTON

HELLO. I SAY, WHICH WAY IS IT TO THE MEN'S RESTROOM?

SUSAN

JUST A MINUTE. I'M WORKING ON THE BUDGET.

CLAYTON

(After a short pause in which he is getting' visibly more uncomfortable.)

 I SAY MA'AM, WHICH WAY IS IT TO THE MEN'S RESTROOM?
SUSAN

I TOLD YOU I'D TELL YOU IN A MINUTE.

CLAYTON

BUT IT'S BEEN TEN MINUTES ALREADY. I CAN'T WAIT ANY LONGER. 

(Susan points, and Clayton exits hurriedly as Judith Lasagna enters.)

JUDITH

HI, SUSAN. 

SUSAN

(She looks up from her budge) WELL, HELLO, JUDITH LASAGNA. SAY, WHERE'S YOUR

PATCH CORD, BABY?
JUDITH

I LEFT IT IN MAXI-MINI-MEDIA. BUT I DIDN'T COME TO TALK ABOUT PATCH CORDS_ I CAME TO TALK ABOUT VACATIONS. WHERE ARE WE VACATIONING THIS YEAR?

SUSAN

SUFFIX? NORFIX? PREFIX? DORSAL?

JUDITH

NOT ENGLAND THIS YEAR. IT'S TOO GREEN.

SUSAN

HOW ABOUT RUSSIA?

JUDITH

TOO RED.

SUSAN

CHINA?

JUDITH

TOO YELLOW.

SUSAN

AFGHANISTAN?

JUDITH

ARE YOU KIDDING?

SUSAN

EUROPE?

JUDITH

THIS IS THE YEAR NOT TO GO TO EUROPE.

SUSAN

WHY NOT?

JUDITH

TERRORISM.

SUSAN

DISNEYLAND?

JUDITH

TOO CHILDISH.

SUSAN

PANORAMA CITY?

JUDITH

TOO  OLDISH.

SUSAN

I KNOW THE PERFECT PLACE.

JUDITH

WHERE?

CARMEL. THEY'VE GOT A NEW MAYOR.

JUDITH

OH...YEAH, DIRTY HARRY. I UNDERSTAND THAT HE'S PERMITTING THEM TO SELL ICE CREAM

ON THE STREETS OF CARMEL.
.


SUSAN

I ADORE ICE CREAM.

JUDITH

ME TOO.

SUSAN

THEN CARMEL IT IS.

JUDITH

JUST THE PLACE. LET'S TALK IT OVER AT LUNCH. SEE YOU. ( She exits. Malcolm enters as Daddy Warbucks) (Susan changes her name sign to Susan Road Weary)

DADDY

WHERE DO I TAKE THE MONEY?

SUSAN

MONEY?

DADDY

YES. I AM GOING TO ENDOW A CHAIR.

SUSAN

THAT'S THE SILLIEST THING I'VE EVER HEARD. A CHAIR?

DADDY

YES, FOR A PROFESSOR.

SUSAN

OH, A PROFESSOR. WE DON'T HAVE NONE OF 'EM HERE.

DADDY

NO PROFESSORS?

SUSAN

NO PROFESSORS, ONLY FACULTY MEMBERS.

DADDY

THEN I'D LIKE TO ENDOW A MEMBER OF THE FACULTY CHAIR.

SUSAN

BUT THEY ALL HAVE CHAIRS.

DADDY

I MEAN I WANT TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR A FACULTY PERSON BY GIVING A SUM OF MONEY, THE INTEREST FROM WHICH WILL SUPPORT THE FACULTY MEMBER WHILE TEACHING IN THEIR AREA OF INTEREST. INTERESTFOR INTEREST AS IT WERE.

SUSAN

I'LL TAKE IT!

DADDY

BUT, YOU'RE A LIBRARIAN.

SUSAN

(proudly)  I AM A DEAN!

DADDY

THEN YOU DON'T NEED FINANCIAL SUPPORT.

SUSAN

THAT SHOWS HOW MUCH YOU KNOW ABOUT DEANS.  WHAT KIND OF CHAIR DID YOU WANT TO ENDOW?

​

DADDY

A ROCKING CHAIR, A CHAIR OF ROCK MUSIC, OR A GEMINI CHAIR OF ASTROLOGICAL MUSIC.  MUSIC OF THE SPHERES AS IT WERE.

SUSAN

WINTERGREEN WILL LOVE YOU! YOU'LL. DO WELL HERE.

​

DADDY

WHOM DO I SEE ABOUT IT?
SUSAN

WHOM? THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE, THAT'S WHOM. (She points)

DADDY

THANK YOU. (He exits.)
SUSAN

(Goes back to work on the budget and sings)

BORING, BORING, ..

BUDGETING WORK IS BORING (The telephone rings)

HELLO, THE WINTERGREEN STATE COLLEGE REFERENCE DESK. YES. THIS IS SUSAN ROAD WEARY, HAVAFORD COLLEGE? YOU WANT ME?  HOW MUCH? WELL, I"LL THINK IT OVER.  I'LL CALL YOU DON'T CALL ME (Hangs up) 

BORING, BORING,

REFERENCE WORK IS BORING. (The telephone rings)

HELLO, THE WINTERGREEN STATE COLLEGE REFERENCE DESK. YES THIS IS SUSAN ROAD WEARY,

STUMPFORD UNIVERSITY? YOU WANT ME? HOW MUCH? WELL I’LL THINK IT OVER. I'LL CALL YOU DON'T CALL ME. (Hangs up and starts dialing).  HAVAFORD COLLEGE? THIS IS SUSAN ROAD WEARY. I'VE HAD AN OFFER FROM STUMPFORD U. IT IS HIGHER THAN YOURS. YES,

YOU'LL BID WHAT AND ADD WHAT? OH, SOUNDS PRETTY GOOD. I'LL CALL YOU BACK. (She hangs up and dials).  HELLO, STUMPFORD U. THIS IS SUSAN ROAD WEARY. I HAVE HAD AN OFFER FROM HAVAFORD THAT TOPS YOURS. OH, YOU'LL BID THAT MUCH! AND OFFER ME THAT MUCH

AS EXTRA, PLUS THAT MUCH FOR VACATIONTIME. REALLY! I'LL CALL YOU BACK. (Hangs up and dials again.) HELLO, HAVAFORD, SUSAN ROAD WEARY HERE. I'M SORRY BUT STUMPFORD

U JUST TOPPED YOUR BID. YOU CAN'T GO ANY HIGHER? WELL IT WAS A GOOD TRY.  BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME. GOODBYE. (Hangs up and dials again) HELLO, STUMPFORD U., HERE I AM AGAIN, THIS IS SUSAN ROAD WEARY, YOUR NEW CHIEF OF THE UNDERGRADUATE LIBRARY. CONGRATULATIONS ON AN EXCELLENT CHOICE. SEE YOU SOON. (She hangs up).   MALCOLM, MALCOLM WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER FOR THE REFERENCE DESK FOR THE REST OF THE MORNING, I'VE GOT TO START PACKING, NOW WHICH WAY WAS IT TO THE RESTROOMS!

 (She exits to the tune of. the Geoduc Fight Song.)
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